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interest, and there will be not a few who will consider it the most 
distinct and valuable contribution in the book. The layman knows 
little of the subject and there are few articles or treaties to which he can 
turn for information. This chapter supplies the reader with the essential 
knowledge and it does it well and within small compass. 

The work is the outcome of practical experience, it is pleasingly 
written and is interspersed with passages of amusing and happy incident. 
It is also timely, and a careful reading of the Practice of Diplomacy 
from cover to cover leads to the conclusion and the hope that it will 
inevitably find its way to the general reader, for whose instruction and 
pleasure it has been specially written. 

James Beown Scott. 

The Aliens Act and the Right of Asylum. By N. W. Sibley, B.A., LL.M., 
Trin. H. Camb, Barrister-at-Law of Lincoln's Inn, and Alfred Ehas, 
LL.B., Victoria University, Barrister-at-Law of Gray's Inn. London: 
William Clowes and Sons, Limited, pp. xi, 161. 1906. 

This little book is a model comment upon the aliens act, 1905 (5 Edw. 
VII., C. 13) and in the brief compass of a trifle over one hundred and fifty 
pages, gives the historical setting and analysis of the act as well as a 
valuable appendix upon the right of asylum in the law of England. 

Perhaps the best way to give an idea of the scope of this Httle book 
will be to give the table of contents: Part I, pp. 1-17, deals with 
international law on the admission of aliens, the droit du Renovi and 
the right of asylum; part II, pp. 18-30, outlines the comparative juris- 
prudence on the prohibition against access of alien immigrants, on the 
removal of aliens and the right of asylum; part III, pp. 31-82, the status 
of alienage; the history of legislation in Great Britain on the subject 
of the admission, expulsion, residence of aliens; an analysis of the aliens 
act; a table of punishments and penalties under the aliens act. 

Appendix I, pp. 83-124, gives the text of the act and the rules and 
orders made under the act; Appendix II, pp. 125-137, is an admirable 
section on the right of asylum in the law of England, and Appendix III, 
pp. 138-144, is made up of statistics from parliamentary papers on alien 
immigration for the last decade into the United Kingdom. A detailed 
and highly serviceable index, pp. 145-161, places the little book com- 
pletely at the disposal of reader and student. 

The text is carefully written and in it the immigration acts of the 
United States are considered and approved, and a brief survey is given 
of the subject in continental law. 
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The principles of international law involved are presented clearly and 
in brief form and the leading authorities are freely cited. The various 
English cases on the subject are discussed and at least one American case 
is cited. One passage is quoted: 

It is probably the most important feature of the aliens act, the severest act on the 
subject of alien immigration, in many respects, that has foimd a place on the statute 
book for eighty years, that it should contain the most comprehensive declaration 
of the right of asylum that is to be found in the whole range of municipal legislation, 
not merely in the history of this country [Great Britain], but throughout the civil- 
ized world. 

The section of the act referred to (s. 1 sub-s. (3) says: 

In the case of an immigrant who proves that he is seeking admission to this country, 
solely to avoid persecution or pimishment on religious or political groimds or for an 
offense of a political character, or persecution, involving danger of imprisonment 
or danger to life or limb, on account of religious belief, leave to land shall not be 
refused on the ground merely of want of means, or the probability of his becoming 
a charge on the states. 

The spirit of this pronouncement, as wise as it is humane, is respectfully 
called to the attention of law makers and administrative officers, lest we 
debar unawares a Romilly or deport a Carl Schurz. 

James Bbown Scott. 

Report of French-Venezuelan Mixed Claims Commission Under Protocol 
of 1902. Prepared by Jackson H. Ralston, umpire of the late ItaUan- 
Venezuelan Mixed Claims Commission, assisted by W. T. S. Doyle. 
Washington: Government Printing Office, pp. xii, 471. 1906. 

This volume is supplementary, or, at least, complimentary, to Vene- 
zuelan Arbitrations of 1903, issued under the same editorship. The 
convention of 1902 between France and Venezuela provided for the 
adjustment by way of arbitration, first, of all claims arising by reason of 
insurrectionary events in Venezuela in the year 1892, and, second, all 
other claims arising out of events prior to May 23, 1899, when the 
insurrection headed by General Castro broke out. Later claims were 
settled by arbitration under the protocol of 1903, as reported in Venezue- 
lan Arbitrations of 1903. Work under the prior protocol was not com- 
pleted until the summer of 1905; hence the delay in the appearance of 
the present volume. 

This publication contains the opinions of the French and Venezuelan 
arbitrators and of Honorable Frank Plumley, of Vermont, the umpire, 
including as well opinions affecting claims arranged directly between the 
arbitrators, together with a systematic table of cases and authorities 



